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unfriendly to reforming instincts;  and at the first hint of
change they looked nervously behind them.   Pilots who
weather storms of such severity frequently prefer to navigate
with hatches battened down and half the crew below, if
not in irons.   Accustomed for twenty years to adjourn
reforms by ingeminating ' Revolution ' or ' Invasion' or
* Let us beat the French first/ they retained the habit,
confronting the slightest change with an expression of tight-
lipped negation.   England must still be saved;   and her
perpetual saviours muttered their cautious incantations in a
magic circle traced by the Yeomanry and the Six Acts.
The throne, the franchise, even the fiscal system acquired an
almost religious sanctity;   and they referred with ritual
frequency to the blessed memory of Mr, Pitt.   There was a
steady drone of old tunes; and heads nodded to the litany of
reaction in a steam of Tory incense.   But Mr. Canning broke
the spell.

That smiling figure, whom the angry memory of Mr.
Brougham embalmed as * the Merryman/ presents a less
forbidding front. He talked; he wrote revealing letters;
he positively joked, In an age, when to be brief was to "be
misunderstood and Canning by speaking intelligibly incurred
a dangerous reputation for unparliamentary flippancy, he
made no effort to conceal his wit. No less engaged in the
long duel with the Empire, he seemed to face it in a less
^Eschylean mood than his portentous colleagues, to escape
the prevalent conviction that the world would be well-
advised to retain its present posture, since it was shortly
coming to an end. He preferred to feel that it had a future,
although his ranging mind was curiously uneven in its fore-
cast. He called no less frequently than his contemporaries
Upon the name of Mr. Pitt, claiming indeed that his political
allegiance lay buried in his grave. But, unlike the majority
of Pitt's worshippers, he did not confine his knowledge oi
him to these invocations. Rare among Pittites, he took uf
the tasks which Mr. Pitt had dropped when the war caughi
him. For until the war Mr. Pitt had been a reforming
minister; and when the war was over, his reforming impulses